
FLAG ETIQUETTE

THE AMERICAN FLAG
I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic 
for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

How To Display
The American flag is a symbol of our country 
and there are traditional ways in which we give 
respect to the flag. Proper etiquette should 
always be used when displaying the flag.
•  The flag should always hang freely but never 

with the stars down, except as a distress 
signal.

•  When displayed in a window, the flag should 
be displayed with the "union" (star side) to 
the left of the outside observer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•  The flag should never touch the ground or 
be used as a drapery, covering or receptacle.

•  A citizen may fly the flag at any time, but 
preferably from sunrise to sunset except for 
special occasions or when well-lighted.

•  Words or designs should not be put on the 
flag.

•  The flag should never be used as a  
costume or uniform.

•  The Flag takes precedence over all other 
flags when flown within the United States 
and shouldn't be flown lower than another 
flag. The flag should be placed in the point 
of honor (the extreme left from the  
standpoint of the viewer). See Below. 
 
(A)Stars and Stripes, (B) other national 
flags in alphabetical order, (C) state flags, 
(D) county and city flags, (E) Organization 
flags, Personal Flags

Retiring The Flag
When a flag is unfit to fly, it should be destroyed 
with dignity, preferably via a burning ceremony.
•  This ceremony should be conducted at a 

private, non-public location.
•  Begin with some words about the flag: what it 

symbolizes, when it was created, etc.
•  Display the flag for the gathered audience
•  In a dignified manner, hold the flag carefully 

(don't let it touch the ground) and use scissors 
to remove the star field. This should be held 
until the end of the ceremony.

•  Continue by cutting each stripe off one by 
one. You may wish to name one of the 13 
colonies for each stripe removed. The stripe 
should be carried and laid on the fire. You may 
wish to salute, but the important thing is that 
the ceremony be dignified.

•  Once all the stripes have been removed and 
destroyed in this manner, lay the star field 
onto the fire last.

Do You Know...
The meaning of the flag areas?

How To Fold The Flag
With the help of a little information on flag 
etiquette, mastering the art of folding the 
flag into a neat triangle is easy!
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Hoist
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As seen from outside a building

1) Holding the flag at waist level 
with another person so that its 
surface is parallel to the ground 
Fold the lower side with the stripes 
over the side with the "union" on it.

3) To start the triangle fold, take 
the corner of the folded edge 
and bring it diagonally over the 
open edge, which should form a 
triangular flap. Continue cornering 
process until just a blue square 
of the union is visible from the 
triangular fold.

4) Fold down the square into the 
triangle and tuck inside the folds.

2) Fold again so that the union is 
on either side, facing the ground 
and the sky

Folded Side

Open Side

Flag Code from National Flag Foundation -Title 36, Chapter 10 - www.americanflags.org
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Buy a New Victory Corps USA Flag and send us your old Flag!
When it comes time to replace a worn USA Flag simply ask for our Flag Return Label, send it to us and we will ensure it is properly disposed of.

What do the colors mean?
•  The colors red, white and blue did not 

originally hold any meaning when it was 
adopted in 1777.

•  In 1782, the Congress of the Confederation 
chose red, white and blue for the Great Seal of 
the United States the meanings were listed as: 
 
  Red for valor and hardiness 
  White for purity and innocence 
  Blue for vigilance, perseverance and justice

FLAG ETIQUETTE GUIDE


